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Public Involvement PUI"pOSE The West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH)
: recognizes the significance of this project to the local

community and values the diverse perspectives of those
who live and work in the area. This meeting is designed
to be informal to encourage open dialogue and

:  meaningful interaction between community members
This project focuses on improving roadway safety :  and the project team.

and capacity at the intersection of West Washington :
Street, Summit Point Road, and Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard. It also aims to enhance pedestrian and
bicycle mobility throughout the corridor.

Thank you for attending today’s public meeting. The
purpose of this meeting is to share information about
the West Washington Street project and to present four
proposed alternatives currently under consideration.

We invite you to:

« Review the project maps and displays

« Speak directly with members of our project team

« Share your thoughts by completing a comment sheet

Meeting Format

WVDOH procedures for public meetings are established to ensure meaningful citizen input in the development for
proposed projects, in compliance with all applicable regulations and requirements.

This Public Meeting is from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., and there will be no formal presentation.

1. Print your name and address on the registration sheet. Additional copies of this handout
and the comment sheet are available at the registration table.

i 2. Comments are welcome as you visit the displays around the room.
3. Completed comment sheets can be:

« PLACED in the Comment Box.

« MAILED to the WVDOH at the address on page 8 of this handout.

« SUBMITTED via the WVDOH'’s website on page 8 of this handout.

Y-S
Registration

Representatives from the WVYDOH and Consultant Team are available to discuss the
‘ﬁ environmental study process and what studies are anticipated to be completed. These
studies are expected to begin late summer or early fall 2025.
EnVironmentaI This meeting complies with the public involvement requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and
Studies Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
a Representatives from the WVDOH and Consultant Team are available to discuss the
QQ alternatives being considered for the project, how this type of improvement functions/
; . operates, and the operational and safety benefits it provides. Maps depicting the project
Engineering area, existing conditions, and schedule are available for review.
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Purpose and Need

The purpose of the project is to address facility deficiencies (geometry, sight distance, and capacity), improve traffic
operations to reduce congestion, and improve pedestrian mobility.

The need for the project is due to geometric deficiencies associated with area intersections including:
« The intersection of West Washington Street Summit Point Road, and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard is poorly

configured with a highly skewed intersection and limited sight distance. This results in drivers crossing into the
opposite lane when turning and drivers unable to see clearly when making turns.

« The intersection of West Washington Street and West Street lacks dedicated turn lanes on some approaches and
insufficient turn lane storage length. This intersection also has sight distance issues.

» The West Washington Street, Summit Point Road, and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard intersection is experiencing
congestion during afternoon peak traffic and conditions are anticipated to worsen by 2044.

» Numerous planning documents and public input received during a meeting held by the City of Charles Town on
January 29, 2025, identify pedestrian mobility as a need.

STUDY AREA

\\?"\“‘w‘a

Z)

A Design Study was prepared in January 2025 to identify alternatives to address the needs of the project.
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Initial Project Development

The project team has begun by conducting comprehensive studies to assess the current conditions. These studies
include a review of the roadway alignment, environmental features, and traffic operations. Understanding these existing
conditions helps identify the project’s needs, which are on page 2 of this handout.

Roadway Information

« WV 51 (West Washington Street/ Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard) is a two-lane road with 10-11" lanes,
uneven shoulder widths, and limited spots for
street parking.

« CR 13 (Summit Point Road) is also two lanes, with 11’
lanes and narrow shoulders.

+ CR 340/18 (South West Street/North West Street) has
two 11" lanes, no shoulders, and street parking on the
east side.

There are two main intersections:

« WV 51 and CR 13 is a three-way intersection with a
sharp angle and stop signs.

« WV 51 and West Street is a four-way intersection with
traffic signals.

The speed limit on all roads is 25 mph.

Environmental Features

Environmental studies for this project include wetland
and stream delineation, threatened and endangered
species agency coordination, noise studies, Section 4(f)
evaluation, farmlands assessment, cultural resources
(archaeology and historic structures) surveys, and
hazardous waste investigations. These studies will
begin late summer or early fall 2025. Upon completion
of these studies an environmental document will

be prepared to document impacts and proposed
mitigation in compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act.

Traffic Operations

In April 2024, traffic data was collected for the project
area. This information helped predict what traffic would
look like in 2044 if no changes are made. Right now, the
intersection of WV 51 (West Washington Street/ Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard) and CR 13 (Summit Point
Road) is already failing during the evening rush hour.
By 2044, it's expected to also fail during the morning
rush hour and on Saturdays if there are no changes to
the current roadway configuration.
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What is Level of Service (LOS)

A standard measurement, based on vehicle delay and

queues, which reflects the relative ease of traffic flow A B c D E F
onascaleof AtoF.

LOS A Minor delay at an intersection, little queuing.
LOS F Highly congested traffic conditions.

| |
Optimal Below Standard
Acceptable

Intersection

Intersection 1-WYV 51 (West Washington Street) with

CR 340/18 (South West Street)/North West Street

Intersection 2 - WV 51 (West Washington Street/
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) with CR 13
(Summit Point Road)

Crash Data

Crash data from 2017 to 2021 was also reviewed to understand how often crashes happened, what types they
were, and if there were any patterns. Over the five-year period, there were 51 crashes in the project area. About
29% of them caused injuries. Of these 51 crashes, 23 occurred at the intersection of WV 51 and CR 340/18 and 10
occurred at the intersection of WV 51 and CR 13. When compared to similar roadways across West Virginia, this
area’s crash rate is nearly 2.5 times higher than the state average.

N
-

12%

Sideswipe

16%

Single Vehicle
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WV 51 (West Washington Street / Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) with
CR 13 (Summit Point Road) Intersection Alternatives

Alternative No. 1 — Single-lane Roundabout

Alternative No. 1 proposes
reconfiguring the existing
intersection of WV51 and
CR13 from a stop-controlled
intersection to a single-lane
roundabout. The proposed
roundabout will be centered east
of the existing intersection and
will include realigning the CR 13
approach. Property access for the
first six (6) properties on the CR
13 approach will be combined
into a single access point on the
realigned CR 13 approach.

Alternative No. 3A — WV 51 and CR 13 Connector Road (One-way WV 51 WB / One-way CR 13 NB)

Alternative No. 3A proposes
constructing a new connector
road between WV 51 and CR 13,
along with converting WV 51 to
westbound-only and CR13 to
northbound-only. WV 51 and

CR 13 would function as a one-
way pair between the connector
road and the WV 51 and CR13
intersection. This alternative
includes traffic signals at

both new connector road
intersections and appropriate
exclusive turn lanes.
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WV 51 (West Washington Street / Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) with
CR 13 (Summit Point Road) Intersection Alternatives (Cont.)

Alternative No. 4A — WV 51 Realignment to Single-lane Roundabout at CR 13

Alternative No. 4A proposes
stubbing WV 51 prior to the
NS railroad crossing and
realigning it to intersect

CR 13 opposite Naples Way
at a new single roundabout.
This roundabout will include a
right-turn only slip lane for the
westbound approach.

Alternative No. 5 proposes
enhancing the existing
WV 51 at CR 13 intersection by
installing a new traffic signal
and providing appropriate
exclusive lanes on the
approaches.

Seven alternatives were evaluated in the 2025 Design Study; the four presented meet the purpose

and need, are being advanced for detailed study, and retain their original names and numbering.
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Alternatives Comparisons

Alternative No. 1 Alternative No. 3A

Benefits: Significantly improves traffic
operations at the WV 51 (West Washington
Street/Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard)
with CR13 (Summit Point Road) intersection.
Significantly improves intersection safety at
this intersection. Lower construction costs.

Considerations: Potential minor
environmental impacts. Elevated right of way
and utility impacts. Limited pedestrian
mobility improvements.

Benefits: Moderately improves traffic
operations at the WV 51 (West Washington
Street/Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) with
CR 13 (Summit Point Road) intersection.
Moderately improves intersection safety at this
intersection. Moderately improves pedestrian
mobility.

Considerations: Moderate right of way and

utility impacts. Some minor environmental
impacts.

Alternative No. 4A Alternative No. 5

Benefits: Moderately improves traffic
operations at the WV 51 (West Washington
Street/Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard)
with CR 13 (Summit Point Road) intersection.
Moderately improves intersection safety at
this intersection.

Considerations: Moderate right of way and
utility impacts. Some minor environmental
impacts. Limited pedestrian mobility
improvements. Higher construction costs.
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Benefits: Moderately improves traffic
operations at the WV 51 (West Washington
Street/Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) with
CR 13 (Summit Point Road) intersection.
Moderately improves intersection safety at this
intersection. Minimal environmental,

right of way, and utility impacts.

Considerations: Limited pedestrian mobility
improvements.



Proposed Schedule Timeline

Preliminary Engineering

SUMMER / « Prepare National Environmental SPRING /
FALL 2025 Policy Act document SUMMER 2027
» Conduct Preliminary Engineering
and Design

« Public Meeting #2 Construction

Initial Engineering Final Design

- Environmental Studies - Design of Preferred Alternative

« Public Meeting #1 FALL 2025/
( FALL 2026 )

Why Should You be Involved
in the Project?

@O0

Each comment and suggestion provided will help the
involved agencies hear directly from the public. Your input
is important and will be used to guide the study team as
the project progresses.

Please send written comments on or before
Wednesday, September 3, 2025 to:

Doug Kirk - Technical Support Division Director,
Technical Support Division, WWDOH

1900 Kanawha Blvd., East Building 5, Room 820
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Project Information and Comment Sheets can be
found online at our web page:
WVDOH Website: http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
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