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Public Transit in West Virginia

Total funding for public transit systems in West Virginia is a combination of federal, state and local
funding sources. Of these three funding sources, Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) funding
provides the critical majority of the state’s transit system’s funding. This federal funding comes in
several categories: planning, urbanized area, rural area, seniors and individuals with disabilities,
safety oversight for rail fixed guideway systems and bus and bus related facilities.

The State Legislature, through West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Multimodal
Transportation Facilities (DMTF), provides the Transit section approximately 3 million dollars
yearly in General Revenue state funding to support public transit in the form of operating
assistance to rural transit systems and capital assistance to both rural and urban systems. Local
funding may also be received by transit providers as contributions from county commissions and
municipalities either through direct allocations or local levies. Local funding also includes fares
collected during the operations of the various systems.

Some systems have access to other sources of federal funding that are eligible to match FTA
funds. A few systems occasionally receive additional state funding from other sources.

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs (IIJA) Act of 2021

On November 15, 2021 President Biden signed the IIJA into law. The IIJA enacted $91 Billion
through the act’s five-year span, FY2022-2026, for reauthorized transit programs. FTA Formula
programs will be increased by 30% in FY2021-2022 and a 5% increase for subsequent years.

The IIJA replaces the FAST Act which authorized $61.1 billion over the five fiscal years (FY) 2016
through 2020 for programs administered by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).

FY2026 Apportionments and 2020 Census

Financial STIP projections for future years not covered by federal spending legislation are based
on a yearly 8% increase in funding. This projection figure is based upon IIJA increases in funding
and previous projection standard of 5% developed in discussions with FTA. The estimates take
2020 Census data into account.

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Processes
The following summarizes the funding assumptions for the transit portion of the STIP:

e For federal funds, assumptions include estimated apportionments of federal categories
based on levels in the IIJA and annual appropriations bills.

e The FY2027-32 STIP assumes percentage increases in future Federal transit funding.

e State funds are based upon the proposed FY2027 state budget.



Financial Constraint

The 2027-32 STIP programmed funds are based upon the IIJA apportionments for the latest year
available (FY2026) with further-out year’s totals based on the IIJA apportionments for projection
purposes. Transit funding has been grouped by programmatic categories. Specific projects will
be determined and approved at the state-level based on yearly applications from transit providers
and the appropriate grouped program will be reduced.

STIP and Transit Asset Management

“Section 9 — Procurement Priorities” of the Public Transit Division’s Group Asset Management
Plan (September 2022), a group transit asset management plan that covers all the transit
providers in West Virginia, details the procurement strategy from 2023 to 2028. The 2027-2032
STIP will act in concert with this plan by providing fiscally constrained financial projections that
will allow the Division and transit providers to make procurement decisions based upon relevant
plan performance targets and goals. This utilization of the STIP and transit asset management
plan will ensure sound investment in the statewide transit fleet resulting in a fleetwide state of
good repair and thereby a safe, reliable and efficient means of transportation for the traveling
public.

STIP/TIP

The development of a STIP and the incorporation of Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP)
in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) are prescribed by 23 CFR 450.216.
The West Virginia Department of Transportation (WVDOT), which includes the Transit Section
of the DMTF, has developed and follows a process complying with federal code with the lead
agency in the WVDOT’s STIP process being the West Virginia Division of Highways (specifically
the Programming Division). Through this partnership the DMTF provides a reasonable
opportunity for interested parties to comment on transit related STIP entries. This includes non-
metropolitan local officials, such as the regional planning councils, or municipal officials where
transit systems are under municipal control.

Metropolitan Planning Organizations TIPs are approved at the local level, and by the Governor,
for incorporation, without change, into the STIP. This process allows potential submissions to be
compared with the Statewide Transportation Plan and local Metropolitan Transportation Plans.

In areas outside of the MPOs, the Transit Section’s federal funding are grouped by programs.

Determination of eligibility of projects occurs when Transit staff review MPO-generated TIP
submissions for inclusion into the STIP; or examine non-urban grant applications/requests for
funding received at the Division for groupable programs.

Transit projects/activities, either individually listed or in allowable groupings, are identified in the
STIP, as appropriate with federal code, in cooperation with the MPOs and rural recipients. This
also includes regionally significant projects, regardless of how it is funded (with or without
federal funds). As funding is dedicated to projects or evolves from allowable groupings to
individual projects to be obligated, the West Virginia STIP identifies these projects or the
programmatic groupings for compliance with federal code (23 USC 135). From this process
comes the identification of the total cost that enable the general assessment of the financial
feasibility of the various programs. The STIP’s estimation of annual requests for Federal funding
over the 5-year period can be checked against the actual authorization and apportionment trends.



Due to the repetitive nature of transit expenses and yearly organization (operations), transit STIP
entries have a reasonable expectation to be fully funded and completed within the scheduled life
of the STIP entry. Capital expenditures need more flexibility but are not implemented without
funding being dedicated within the STIP projections.

If events require changes to the STIP (such as the award of discretionary grant funding), the
adjustment/amendment process is available to make the needed modifications.
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